
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mission Statement 

To honour and cultivate the development of the individual child through an enriched program 

that connects learning through the processes of the visual and performing arts. 
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Dear Parents,  

 

Welcome back to school!  We hope that you had a restful summer break and that you are ready 

for our new year ahead.  Welcome also to our any new families that are joining us for the first time 

this September. We are delighted to have you join our school community.  

As you are aware, our returning students are now placed in their classrooms for the year.  We wish 

everyone well and hope students are now settling into their classroom and school routines.  As 

part of our start-up process, we are holding Welcoming Conversations which will take place 

between Tuesday, September 29th and Thursday, October 1st.  The school will be contacting you 

soon regarding these conferences shortly. Please note that some teachers are opting to carry out 

3-way conferences later in the term instead and these teachers will let you know if this is the case.    

During our conference times, we hope that you will talk to and share information with your child’s 

teacher in order to support a smooth transition into the new school year. Please continue to 

connect directly with your child’s teacher if you have questions or concerns about your child this 

year.   

We have a number of new staff members this term: 

Ms. Stewart – teaching Grade 2/3 

Ms. Dittrich– teaching Grade 4/5 

Mr. Marghelis – teaching Grade 6/7 

Ms. Besic - Librarian  

Ms. Hanratty – Returning EA 

Ms. Alexander – New EA 

Ms. Tilgner - Secretary  

 

We welcome them all to our Confed staff this year! 
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As we settle into our new school year, we thank you all for your patience and cooperation as we 

navigate through these unprecedented COVID times together.  We send our best wishes to you 

all and hope we can stay in touch - providing support where necessary as needs arise.  We 

realize these are trying times for us all.  Please know that we are doing our best at school to work 

through any difficulties that may appear, and plan carefully to ensure everyone stays healthy 

and safe.   

 

The Burnaby School District is committed to providing you with as much clarity as possible.  You 

can find current information from the Burnaby School District as well as curated resources on by 

visiting:  https://burnabyschools.ca/blog/covid-19-sharing-clear-and-current-information 

 

With thanks for your understanding and support. 

 

Yours sincerely,  

 

Helena Readman 

 

 

                                     
 

Monster Pictures – Division 8 

 

Late Start 

Just a reminder that we will be having a late start on Friday, Oct. 2nd at 9:50AM (Divisions 3, 4, 7, 8 

& 9) and 10:05 (Divisions 1, 2, 5, & 6). This is a late start by one hour due to the extended hours of 

our Welcoming Conversations next week.  

 

Terry Fox Run 

Our Terry fox Run has been rescheduled for Monday, Sept. 21st.  This year this run will take place on 

site on the upper field and around outside the school building during the school day.  

Unfortunately, parents will not be invited to participate this year.  Our school has set up an online 

Terry Fox fundraiser opportunity for families.  This can be found on our school website, or by 

clicking here.  Please send your child to school with appropriate footwear and a bottle of water 

to participate in this event.   

            
Division 3 – Classroom Art  
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Nut/Peanut Aware School  
We would like to remind families that some of our classrooms are a Nut/Peanut Aware Class as we 

have several children who have a serious allergy to peanuts, cashews, tree-nuts, and nuts. Please 

connect with your child’s teacher to see if their class has an allergy alert. Thank you for your 

cooperation. 

 

Lunches & Food Containers 

Please make every effort to send your child to school with their snacks and meals, so that you do 

not need to deliver food to your child during the day.   

 

Please also pack your child’s food in containers that your child is able to open themselves.  At this 

time staff is not able to help each student in the class with this task, as it involves 

handwashing/sanitizing between students.   

 

Bell Schedules  

A reminder that we now have staggered entry and exit times.  Our early entry time is 8:50AM 

and the later entry time is 9:05AM. Our staggered exit times are either 2:50PM or 3:05PM.  Please 

ensure your child arrives and is picked up promptly.  This will allow for distancing to occur 

between our Learning Groups and ensure safety for all.   

 

Student Absences  
If your child is going to be late or away for any reason, please call the school office before 9:00 

a.m. to confirm their absence. You can also leave a message on the answering machine with the 

following information:  

1. Child’s first and last name (please spell last name)  

2. Teacher and Division  

3. Absent or late (please give anticipated arrival time)  

If we do not hear from you, we will call home to ensure your child’s safety.  

 

Student Late Arrivals:   

If your child arrives to school late, please wait outside the front of the school with your child and 

phone the main office at 604-296-9010.  You will be asked to answer the daily health-check for 

student’s questions, and a staff member will then come and let your child into the building.  Thank 

you for your cooperation.   

 

Sick Students  
For the protection of your child and other children, please keep your child at home if they have:  

• a fever  

• a cough 

• a sore throat 

• congestion 

• a cold or runny nose 

• is experiencing nausea, vomiting and/or diarrhea 

• has a suspected or known communicable disease (i.e. Chicken pox, strep throat, pink eye 

or any other undiagnosed rash). 

 

Please keep your child home until they are no longer infectious and can answer no to all the 

questions in the daily health check found here on page 18. Let the school secretary know of your 

child’s absence. For more information, visit www.fraserhealth.ca  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Art inspired by ‘The Dot’ by Peter Reynolds – Division 5 
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Medical Alerts 

We will soon be updating our medical alert information at the office.  If you are a new parent 

with a child who has a medical alert or a returning family with a child who has recently 

developed a medical condition, please contact the school office so as we can update our 

information and ensure we have all the necessary paperwork.  Medical alerts are typically those 

with a life-threatening diagnosis such as an anaphylaxis allergy or asthma, for example.  Any 

other medical concerns can be shared with the classroom teacher and you will then be 

directed to the office to complete paperwork if necessary.   

 

Student Emergency Forms 

In the next few days your child will bring home a set of important forms that are required to be 

completed at the beginning of every school year.  Please ensure to carefully read and 

complete these forms as soon as possible.  The student verification form can be used to update 

any contact information for your child, as well as medical alert changes or demographic 

information.  Many parents have updated their email addresses since these forms were printed.  

If you have updated your email address with us, and have received this Newsletter at the 

correct email address, then your email address is up to date (even if the form reflects your 

previous email address). 

 

Outside Time 

In order to maximize time outside, we are asking families to send their child to school with 

appropriate clothing for our West Coast weather.  We hope to send students outside daily, and 

this is made possible when appropriate clothing is worn.  Many classes are also participating in 

regular outdoor education activities so we would appreciate your assistance in assuring your 

children are dressed and ready for the weather.  This would include waterproof clothing, boots 

for the rain, warm jackets, hats, and gloves as we move into the winter months.  The Fraser 

Health Authority considers being outdoors and getting fresh air to be the most beneficial for 

students’ mental and physical wellbeing. Thank you for your cooperation. 

 

 

                                       
       

Geo-Board Patterns – Division 5  

 

Save the Dates 

*Terry Fox Run – Monday, Sept. 21st  

*Pro-D Day - Friday, Sept. 25th Students do not attend school 

*Welcoming Conversations – Tuesday, Sept. 29th to Thursday, Oct. 1st  

*Late start – Friday, Oct. 2nd at 9:50AM (Divisions 3, 4, 7, 8 & 9) and 10:05 (Divisions 1, 2, 5, & 6) 

*Orange Shirt Day – Sept. 30th  

 

 

  



ConfedPAC PARENT NEWS 

‘having an imPACt on our children’s educational experience’ 

 
Confederation Park PAC would like to welcome you back to a very “different” start to a new 
school year. We are all working hard to adapt to the times that we are currently faced with.  
 

PAC EXECUTIVES 

Below please see the current members of the PAC Exec and Committee Coordinators.  

If you would like to nominate yourself of anyone else for any of the positions below, please 

email us at chair@confedpac.ca. The new members will be voted in at the first PAC meeting for 

which the details will follow. 

 

Should you have any questions, ideas or comments, please feel free to contact us.  

 

CO-CHAIR  Jacquie Lane  (Sammi, Gr. 6; Jacob, Gr.4) chair@confedpac.ca 

 

CO-CHAIR   Lydia Ashanti  (Zion, Gr.6; Sabian, Gr.4; Asa, Gr. 1) 

chair@confedpac.ca 

 

VICE CHAIR   Hetal Gandhi  (Rehan, Gr. 4; Alia & Sia, Kindergarten) vice-

chair@confedpac.ca 

 

CO-TREASURER   Rachael Peterson (Coco, Gr.4; Charlie, Gr.2)    treasurer@confedpac.ca 

(ACTING) 

 

CO-TREASURER   Karina Aiello (Eliana, Gr.4; Angelina, Gr.2)    treasurer@confedpac.ca 

(ACTING) 

 

SECRETARY     Chloe Perron (Avenir, Gr. 5; Theo, Gr. 1)    secretary@confedpac.ca     

Committee Coordinators are: 

  

FUNDRAISING  Mara Michielli  (Luca, Gr. 7, Lorenzo, Gr. 4)  

fundraising@confedpac.ca 

 

HOT LUNCH   Lydia Ashanti  (Zion, Gr. 6; Sabian, Gr. 4; Asa, Gr. 1)  

Rachel Yensen (Ophelia Gr. 6) 

Hetal Gandhi (Rehan, Gr. 4; Alia & Sia, Kindergarten)  

hotlunch-coordinator@confedpac.ca 

 

COMMUNICATIONS  Rachel Yensen (Ophelia Gr.6) 

communications-coordinator@confedpac.ca 

  

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS      Shaen Golden (Preston & Blake, Gr. 3) 

emergency-prep@confedpac.ca        

 

DPAC    Luisa Watson (Scarlett & Siena, Gr.6) 

First PAC meeting of the year is TBD. 
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COMMUNICATION WITH PARENTS 

 

Keeping you, the parents, informed of events and information regarding the Confederation Park 

Community is of upmost importance.  In order to facilitate this communication, the following 

channels have been set up.  Please take advantage of these to “STAY INFORMED.  STAY 

CONNECTED.” 

 

Facebook Group -  ( https://www.facebook.com/groups/confedpac/ ) Our Facebook page is a 

closed group aimed at keeping Confederation Park Parents up to date on school events, PAC 

fundraisers and PAC funded activities and other important information. Parents are encouraged 

to post questions and comment on School related topics.  The page is updated frequently and is 

a great way to get almost ‘instant’ information.  Join today! 

 

PAC Website –  https://www.facebook.com/groups/confedpac/    The website contains helpful 

information about ConfedPAC and is updated on a regular basis. 

 

School Newsletter -   Scroll down to the end of Mrs. Readman’s monthly newsletter to get the 

latest on what is going on with the parents of Confederation Park. 

 

SCHOOL HOT LUNCH PROGRAM 
 

Unfortunately, after much discussion, and adhering to the Public Health Officials 
recommendations and new school protocols, we will not be able to proceed with the Hot Lunch 
program this term. 
  
We were really hoping to be able to offer this well-loved program but unfortunately, we won’t be 
able to save you from making lunch that one extra day. 
  
Many of you have a credit for the Hot Lunch program from the last term of last school year; we 
are working on issuing refunds to all those affected. 
  
Thank you for your understanding and patience with us. 

  

HELP FILL THE BOOK 
 

As spring & summer looked a bit different last year, we were unable to compile a memory book 

for last year due to several challenges. 

 

But as this school year begins, we can gather pictures and hope that we are able to use them to 

fill the pages of the 2020-21 book with your help. 

 

Parents are invited once again be a part of this wonderful and treasured project.  As you have 

the opportunity to take part in your child’s learning and school experience this year, the Memory 

Book team would like to remind you to take photos and submit them to us for inclusion in this 

year’s edition.  Send them to memory-book@confedpac.ca.    

 

(Remember the best photos are those of more than one child and that fill the whole frame.) 
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YEAR ROUND FUNDRAISERS 
There are several great ways families can contribute to the school throughout the year: 

 

• BOTTLE RETURNS: Drop off your recyclable bottles, cans, and drink containers at the 
Kensington Square Return-It depot.  It’s as easy as filing up a blue bag, taking it down 
to the Return-It and entering the school number (old fax number 604-664-8668), which 
you can also look up there if you forget to bring it along. Do your part for the earth, and 
for our kids. 

• COBS BREAD:  Take part in our Dough Raiser Program at Cobs Bread, Kensington 
Square.  When you are making a purchase, just mention Confederation Park 
Elementary school and a percentage of your purchase will be donated back to the 
school. Fresh bread tastes even better when you know it’s helping raise money for our 
kids. 

• MABEL LABELS:  Whether you need to label your kids’ clothes or your kitchen 
canisters, Mabel’s Labels has all of your needs covered.  Labels are perfect for school, 
camp, daycare, travel and home and are dishwasher and microwave safe and 
waterproof.   Log into:    http://campaigns.mabelslabels.com/ 

 

 

 

Community Programs & Events 
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