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Mission Statement 

 

Confederation Park seeks to enhance the learning of students by offering a variety of opportunities within the performing and visual 
arts. It is our belief that the integration of the arts into all facets of education teaches students to recognize and appreciate diversity. 
Confederation Park acknowledges the importance of physical education and academic excellence. It is integral to any school that the 
curriculum is wholly valued and celebrated. Valuing differences, strengths, and places for further growth is encouraged as a means 
to develop personal success and empathy within the school population. The arts provide a visual, aural and physical venue in which 
to strengthen learning, promote success and to respect a multitude of perspectives. It is within this sphere that we are able to travel 
into the larger world and become a positive force within society. 

Principal’s Message 

 

 
Dear Parents and Families,  

Welcome to December!  I know it has been rather wet of late but the weather has not seemed 

to dampen our spirits when it comes to our school activities and events. Our school continues to 

be a vibrant and creative place within which we work, and our students continue to embrace 

the opportunities to actively engage in the arts as they connect to curriculum under the 

guidance of our dedicated teaching staff.   

As I am sure you know, we celebrated our PAC fundraising Art Show event last Saturday and this 

evening was a huge success once again!!  The gym looked amazing and the event was a 

wonderful way to showcase our students’ artwork, acknowledge our commitment to the arts 

and celebrate together as a community as we listened to music, enjoyed refreshments and 

perused the students’ artistic pieces.  

Many thanks to our parent community for planning, organizing and supporting this event and for 

our wonderful band, ‘The Dead Ringers’ who provided the music for us all. Thank you also to our 

teachers and students for dedicating their time and energy into producing such stunning 

student work.  Finally thank you to all those who joined us for the evening event and for 

supporting our school. It really was a wonderful evening! 

                                             

  Stained Glass - Division 6 
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Numbers in Art - Division 8 

 

Our teachers continue to engage their students in creative learning opportunities and I am 

reminded every day of our commitment to the Arts as I notice students working together and 

alongside one another singing, dancing, creating art and expressing themselves through 

performance as they connect to curriculum through various creative art processes.   

 

We also continue to use the Growth Mindset language as students reflect on their learning 

journey and acknowledge that their mistakes are what often guide them to a place of further 

learning.  Here are a couple of quotes from Grade 7 students in Division 2 who were recently 

involved in creating paper jackets as an ADST (Applied Design Skills & Technology) project, and 

who reflected on their experiences using Growth Mindset language as they developed their 

ideas through the process of producing prototypes.    

 
‘For my prototype, I went through a lot of mistakes, but that’s okay because if I never make mistakes I 

would never have learned from my mistakes.  Prototypes are basically rough drafts, so it you make mistakes 

it’s not on your good copy.” By Cibo. 

 
“The purpose of making prototypes is so you know how to piece it together, and to see if there are mistakes 

to fix.  If you make a mistake you can always try again.  If we only have one chance you would want to 

make a prototype because if you made a mistake you can make another prototype…..Learning from my 

mistakes was fun because it’s not how we make the mistakes, it’s really how to correct them.”  By Sage.  

                        

Jacket Prototypes - Division 2 

                              
Division 2 

We have a lot to learn from our students when we hear this kind of positive language.  It is an 

important example for us to follow when furthering our own learning as professionals and as 

parents as we manage the ups and downs of our busy lives.   

 

I wish you all a smooth run towards our holiday season and hope you manage to stay warm and 

dry this month!  

 

Yours sincerely,  

 

Helena Readman 



Volleyball 

Ms. Coutts and Ms. Isbister have now completed their season of volleyball with our students.  

Thank you to both teachers and students who worked hard developing their skills this term and 

who represented our school admirably during their games and Playdays!  

 

Computer Club 

Ms. Harrison and Ms. Sale have had fun sponsoring Computer Club this term and working with 

students designing a game on a program called ‘Scratch.’ This club has been primarily run by 

two parents, Anselmo Rossiello and Lucy Firkins, who have shared their knowledge and skills with 

the students. Students have developed their skills in programming and creativity as they have 

explored the possibilities available through this program. Many thanks to all! This club will run until 

December 4th.  

 

Choir 

Ms. Ishii continues running Intermediate choir this term in the music room on Monday and 

Thursday lunchtimes. Many thanks to those participating! The choir will be performing at the 

Confed. Seniors Centre on Dec. 8th, and at Brentwood Mall and Burnaby Village Museum on 

Dec. 15th.  Choir will end at the end of this term.  

 

 

                    
 

Abstract Art and Weaving – Division 8 

 

 

Garden 

We recently had a reorganization of our garden area in the front of the school.  Eight large 

galvanized bins were delivered from the district to house our plants instead of them growing 

directly from the ground.  Our Confed. parents, Rachel Yensen and Tammy Vigliotti, worked very 

hard for days to dig out and then replant a number of our existing plants as well as some new 

bulbs in these bins for the spring season.  Already this garden area is looking great and we 

cannot wait to see everything growing in the spring to admire this space even more. Many 

thanks to Rachel and Tammy for their vision, design expertise and hard work in organizing and 

working on this area for our school!  Much appreciated!! 

 

 

 

 



Hip-Hop 

Our Hip-Hop artist-in-residence, Sue Cejalvo and her company from Vibe Entertainment, has 

begun working with our students this week.  During this residency students will be provided with 

skill-based lessons and will work towards a dance which will be performed on December 14th at 

our afternoon and evening performances.  Classes will receive dance lessons every second day 

until this date.  The afternoon performance on Dec. 14th will begin at 1:30 and is open to parents. 

The evening performance will begin at 7PM. Due to seating capacity, tickets for the evening 

performance will be provided with two available tickets per family.  More information to follow. 

The cost of our Hip-Hop artist-in-residence program has been covered by our generous PAC.  

 

Beauty & the Beast 

In the New Year, our students will begin preparation for their production of “Beauty & the Beast” 

which will be held on Tuesday, March 6th, 2018 at Michael J. Fox Theatre.  This production will 

include all students from K-7.  Mark your calendars! 

 

“Beauty & the Beast” also has feature roles which we will be holding auditions for interested 

intermediate students, with heavy consideration to our students in grades 6 & 7.  Please note 

that taking on a feature role in the show will require a great deal of commitment from the 

student out of class time.  For the most part, cast rehearsals will be held before school at 8:00am, 

after school, recess and lunch times.  

The “Beauty & the Beast” blog can be found on the sidebar of our school website or follow this 

link http://blogs.sd41.bc.ca/confed-events/.  This blog is intended to keep students and families 

updated on information regarding auditions, rehearsals, costumes, important dates and to 

celebrate all the wonderful learning along the way! 

ADST Materials 

We are currently in the process of ordering tools and materials for our ADST room and our 

Student Learning Grant is helping to fund this for us.  If you have any hand tools at home such as 

hand saws, clamps, drills etc. in good condition that you would be willing to donate to our 

school, please let us know.  We would welcome donations to help us with our future ADST 

projects.   

 

                                                                                       
ADST Project, Making a Tiny House – Division 1 

 

Library Information 

Canadian mystery writer Eric Wilson visited Confederation Park this month. The intermediate 

classes and their teachers enjoyed the dynamic and interactive presentation, with many 

students winning prizes signed by the author. Eric shared his process of traveling across 

Canada to research settings for his books and talked about his journey from school teacher to 

http://blogs.sd41.bc.ca/confed-events/


becoming a published writer. We were able to have this event thanks to the fundraising of our 

recent book fair, so thanks to everyone who volunteered and came out and bought books!  

 

Card Club/Scrap-booking Club 

Our very popular Card Club and Scrap-booking Clubs continue to take place with Diana Pesa 

during Tuesday and Wednesday lunchtimes for students in grades 3-7.  These clubs are both full.  

 

*Please check the page "Clubs and Teams" on our school website to stay informed.  The "Clubs 

and Teams" page can be found under the "School Info" tab on our home page.  

 

Whitehatters – Cyber Safety 

Our generous PAC is funding a visit from Whitehatters who will give presentations to our 

intermediate students on the subject of cyber safety.  This visit will take place on Wednesday, 

January 10th.  There will also be an evening presentation for parents on this day which will take 

place in the school library at 6:30PM.  All parents are welcome to attend this event.   

 

Parent Coffee Morning 

Thank you to those parents who joined us for our Parent Coffee morning on November 21st. This 

offered us the opportunity for some interesting conversation on the subject of resiliency and grit.   

We reflected on some quotes by Jessica Lahey in her recent book, ‘The Gift of Failure’ and talked 

about the challenges of balancing parenting between supporting our kids whilst also giving them 

the freedom and room to make and learn from their mistakes.  We look forward to another 

opportunity for great conversation next term.   

 

                                                      
 

Animals in Art - Division 4 

 

Save the Dates 

*Hip-Hop Performances – Thursday, December 14th at 1:30 and 7PM 

* Xmas Sing-a-long and Band Performance – Community Gathering – Thur. Dec. 21st at 2PM 

* Parent Information Evening – Whitehatters (Cyber Safety) – Wednesday, January 10th at 6:30PM 

* Beauty & the Beast Performance – Michael J. Fox Theatre – Tuesday, March 6th  

 

 



PAC NEWS 

WHAT A NIGHT! 

THANK YOU! To everyone who attended the ART Show and Auction last Saturday night. It was 

a fabulous success! Thank you for your generosity and support. Our kids thank you too!  We are 

still calculating the money raised but it looks like it will definitely be meeting our goal of $10,000 

- perhaps even more! 

A huge thank you goes out to all of the parent volunteers who worked countless hours behind 

the scenes planning the event, as well as to all those who helped out with set up, artwork 

preparation, food and who worked to ensure the evening ran smoothly (cashiers, bartenders, 

ticket sellers). And of course a big thank you to Sarah Turner who did an amazing job as MC, 

and Michael Ford and his band ‘Dead Ringers’ who provided the great entertainment. 

All the money raised will be used to support a wide variety of programs and activities for the 
students including Artist in Residence Programs; academic enrichment programs; extra gym 
programs; purchases of new technology; and financial support of field trips and school buses 
and student clubs. 
 

THE STUDENTS’ FAVORITE TIME OF THE YEAR!  
The parents of Confederation Park are once again pleased to be sponsoring the Annual 
Pancake Breakfast on Monday, December 18th at 9.m.   Burnaby Firefighters will be on hand 
to cook up a great feast for the kids and parents are invited to help out with serving the 
pancakes and juice to the children.  
 
Students can wear their comfy pajamas to school and are asked to bring their own plate, fork 
and cup.  It’s recommended that parents send a bag along to put the items in afterwards as they 
may be a little sticky for the trip home. 
 

DECEMBER PAC MEETING 

In keeping with our new alternating morning / evening PAC meeting schedule, this month’s 

meeting will be held Tuesday, December 19th at 9 a.m. in the Staff Room.  Due to the Pancake 

Breakfast it had to be moved from the previously scheduled Monday morning.  

The January meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, January 17th at 7 p.m. in the Library.  

All parents are encouraged to attend and discuss upcoming programs and initiatives. 

A CHOCOLATEY SUCCESS! 
Thank you to all the parents who bought their holiday chocolates through PAC’s Purdy’s 

Fundraiser.    All money will be going towards supporting PAC funded events and programs for 

the students. 

Chocolate orders will be packaged in an opaque bag (so little ones can’t see) and will be 

available for pick up in the Library on Tuesday, December 5th after school. 

HOT LUNCH UPDATE 

The fall session of hot lunch is coming to an end and once again it was a huge success.  Thank 

you to all the parents who supported the program by ordering lunches for their children as well 



as those who came out to deliver lunches on Thursdays.  It is a favorite day for the children and 

they eagerly look forward to it each week. 

The Winter Hot Lunch program will commence in January.  Information regarding ordering will 

be sent home the first week back from the Christmas Break.  Watch for it and be sure to order.  

After all, it’s nice to not have to make lunches at least one day a week.  

2017-18 MEMORY BOOK 

The Memory Book team once again needs you help to fill the pages of this year’s edition. 

Don’t forget to submit your photos of your child in the classroom, on field trips or at special 

school events to memory-book@confedpac.ca.    

(Remember the best photos are those of more than one child and that fill the whole frame.) 

STAY INFORMED.  STAY CONNECTED. 

Things are constantly changing so stay in touch! Check us out by joining our closed Facebook 

group or visiting our website. 

PAC Website:  http://confedpac.ca 

Facebook:    https://www.facebook.com/groups/confedpac/ 

 

 
 
 

Community Announcements 
 
LOVE THE WATER? CHECK OUT WATER POLO!  www.burnabywaterpolo.com 

Do you enjoy swimming?  Do you like team sports?  Try water polo!  It’s a great way to develop 

your water skills and it’s a lot of fun as well! 

 

Burnaby Water Polo Club is now accepting registration for our Boys and Girls Beginners Water 

Polo (6-13 years of age).  Our Winter program runs from January to April.  Practices and games 

are at Bonsor Recreation Complex, 6550 Bonsor Avenue, Burnaby, on Saturdays 3-5PM and 

Sundays 8-10AM.   

 

Not sure if you’d like it?  Come give the game a try.  Boys and girls are invited to join us for one of 

our free introductory water polo clinics on Saturdays, January 6, 13, 20 or 27, 2018, 3-4PM, at 

Bonsor Pool.  Please call to reserve a spot as space is limited. 

 

Contact Zoran at 778-328-2657 or email us at burnabywaterpolo@gmail.com for more info.   
 

mailto:memory-book@confedpac.ca
http://confedpac.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/confedpac/
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IT’S TIME TO 

REGISTER FOR THE 2018 
BASEBALL SEASON 

 
Online Registration for the 2018 
baseball season at Hastings 
Community Little League is now open 
at www.hcll.ca.  
 
All boys and girls aged 4 to 12 years 
old and who live or attend a school 
within the league boundaries are 

eligible. 

http://www.hcll.ca/


 



 

  
 

December 2017 
Sun. Mon. Tue. Wed. Thu. Fri. Sat. 

     1 2 
       

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
    

Div. 6 & 7 to 
Carousel Theatre 

 

Hot Lunch 

 

Choir to sing 
at Confed 
Seniors 
Centre 

 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
  

Div. 5 to Vancouver 
Aquarium 

 

 

 Hot Lunch 

 

Hip Hop 
Afternoon Dress 
Rehearsal 1:30;  
Evening 
Performance at 
7pm, doors open 
at 6:30 

 

Choir to sing 
at Brentwood 
Mall/Burnaby 
Village 
Museum 

 

Report Cards 
Go Home  

 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
  

Pancake Breakfast 
9AM 

 

 

PAC Meeting, 
9:00am 

 

Div. 2 to SFU 
basketball game 

 

 

 

Hot Lunch 

 

Community 
Gathering, 2:00pm 
(including band) 

Div. 10 to 
McGill Library, 
1:15 

 

Last day 
before winter 
break 

 

 

24/31 25 26 27 28 29 30 
 Christmas Day Boxing Day     

 

 

Winter Break (Dec 25th - Jan. 5th)  

Back in Session - Jan 8th 
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